Friends Account
Focus

To experience and express genuine love with those in our lives.  To get close to people and make friends for life.  To be shaped by their Christian example and help shape others to be like Jesus in every way.  To experience authentic, genuine Christian community here on earth.
Prayer

Jesus,

Thank you for being my Savior and my friend.  Help me to love as you love.  Help me be a good friend to others and honor you in all my relationships.  Help me invest my time, talents and treasures in other people to make them more like you.  Help me reach out to people I do not know.  Use me to bring others closer to you, into your Kingdom and Christian community.  In your name, Amen.
Assessment 
1.  What are the marks of a great friendship?
2.  Do the conversations among my friends tend to be casual and superficial or weighty and deep?

3.  Am I free to discuss confidential matters with a few close friends?

4.  In my friendships do we actively help each other get closer to God?

5.  What do my friends add to my life?  What do I add to theirs?
6.  Who are my best friends?  Why are they special to me?  Make a list of them.
7.  Have I lost a close friend?  How did that affect me?
8.  Have I been betrayed by a close friend?

9.  Do I have a mentor actively involved in my life?  

Scripture to Review

Philippians 2:3-4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
God’s Word

Proverbs 17:17 “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”
Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”
Proverbs 3:3-4 “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.”
►What characteristics of friendship are identified in these proverbs? .……..…..…

.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..….…………..

►What outcomes can you expect from these kinds of relationships? .……..…..…..


.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..…….………..

1 Corinthians 12:12, 26- 27 “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
►What analogy used here describes Christians in community? .……………….….
.……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

►What insight does this analogy suggest? .…………………………………….……..
.……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

Romans 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.”
Romans 15:5-7 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”
Philippians 2:3-4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
►What are the true marks of friendship identified in these verses?

.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..……………..

.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..……………..

.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..……………..

Matthew 22:34-40 (also Mark 12:28-31) “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

John 17:23 “I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
►How did Jesus define “law”? ……..……..…..…..…………………..……………..

.……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

►What’s our source of inspiration to love others? ..………………………..………..

.……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

►What is an important outcome of Christian love? ..………………………..………

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
►Why is it that true friendship is an attainable goal? ..……….………..……………
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

Ephesians 4:31-32 “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
►What kind of behavior should we model? ..……………..……….…………………
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

►Why is it that we can forgive others? ..……………………...………………….. ….
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

►Why do you need to forgive? ..………………………………….……………..…….
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

Galatians 6:1-3a “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”
►In our own strength, and with our own resources, we might fail our friends.  What do these verses tell us to do when that happens? ..…………………….………
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……..…..…..………..……………..

Romans 13:1, 8-10 “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.
 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.”
1 Timothy 2:1-4 “urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
►What are marks of Christian citizenship? ..…..……………………….…………….
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

►What characteristics of love stand out in these verses? ..…..………..…………….
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

Romans 13:11-14 “And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So, let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
►Why does Paul say this kind of community life is so urgent? ..…..………………
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

►Celebration is part of doing community, how often do you enjoy others? ……...
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

Proverbs 29:7 “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.”
Mark 10:42-45 “Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Hebrews 13:3 and 16 “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
►What do these verses say are true marks of Christians living in society? …….…
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

►How could you model these behaviors more? ..…..…………….…………..……
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

Jeremiah 17:5-10 “This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit." The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve."
►As important as it is to have friends and to live in community, we must be careful about where our deepest trust is anchored.  Why? ..…..….……….………
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

►According to these verses, where should you anchor your hope? ………...……..
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

►How rooted is your hope in “things”? ..……………..……….…………………...…
……..…..….…………..……………………………..……...…..…..………..……………..

God’s Message To Me
Review the “God’s Word” section and highlight the Scriptures where you sensed God especially spoke to you:

In each Scripture that you highlighted, what does He want you to do to re-focus your relationships with friends?
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

SHARE IT

What are one or two takeaways you learned from the Friends Account that you would like to share with someone?

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►With whom will you share? ………………………………….……...……………….
MY NEXT STEP

Pray about how God can help your friendships grow – achieving results for all involved, as well as for society, and for the growth of his Kingdom.
►Fill out the Friends Account worksheet on the following page 
1. Complete Friends Account worksheet and,

2. “God’s Message to Me” and “Share it!” sections.

Friends Account Worksheet

This is how I will seek to live in and build authentic Christian community:

Friends Vision: How do I define “success” in this area of life?  With God’s help I would like to shape my community through my Christian character and influence.  Looking into the future, this is how I would like to nurture friends for life:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture. Anchor your vision with Scripture that inspires you to fulfill it.

 

 

 

Action Plans.  These actions will help me build community in my life...with the regularity (daily, weekly, monthly, annually).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

►  Put these Action Plans on your calendar as “to do’s”.  They are priority!

►  If you can’t enter these in your planner, spend more time on this now.  You need to be able to schedule and track your progress and success.  Your Action Plans should be specific, measurable and realistic.

►  Track your progress.  Review your Life Plan accounts regularly.  Sunday evening or Monday morning is suggested.
 

