Priorities Account
Focus

The Priorities Account helps us invest our best energy and time on top priorities, acting upon choices that most closely match our responsibilities, strengths, spiritual gifts and God’s call on our life.
Prayer

Dear God,

I want to live your heart.  Like Jesus, I want to be “about my Father’s business”, I want to model Proverbs 13:16, “every prudent man acts out of knowledge…”.  I want to live each day with the “knowledge” of my responsibilities, my priorities and I want to fulfill them by your grace.  Father I need your wisdom and strength.  Thank you in advance for meeting me in this very important area of my life.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Assessment

On a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high):
1.  Am I in charge of my schedule, or is it in charge of me?  

2.  Do I currently allocate sufficient time for rest and recreation?

3.  Do I routinely say “yes” when I should be saying “no” to extra activities?

4.  Am I overcommitted in my life and schedule today?

5.  What would I do with two extra hours in a week?

6.  What is my definition of the “secret” to effective time management?
Scripture to Review

Proverbs 21:5 “The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.”  
God’s Word

Ephesians 2:8-9 “My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions.  Tune your ears to wisdom and concentrate on understanding.  Cry out for insight and understanding.  Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure.  Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord and you will gain knowledge of God.  For the Lord grants wisdom!  From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He grants a treasure of good sense to the godly.  He is their shield, protecting those who walk with integrity.  He guards the paths of justice and protects those who are faithful to him.”
Proverbs 2:9-11 “Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will know how to find the right course of action every time.  For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy.  Wise planning will watch over you.  Understanding will keep you safe.”
Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

► What do these verses suggest is the starting point for establishing priorities? ………………………………….………………………………….………………………………….………………………………….………………………………….………………………………….………………………………….…………………………………….
Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

► Do I transform my thinking or does God? ……………….…………………...……
► Who helps who in this process?  ……………….……………………………………

……………….……………………….…………………….……………………….………

……………….……………………….…………………….……………………….………

1 Peter 1:13 - “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

► What is essential for self-control? ……………….……………………….………….
James 1:5 - “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” 

► What do these verses suggest I need to do to receive wisdom for my life? ……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………
► What will hinder me from receiving wisdom and making correct choices?
……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.”  

Mark 10:31 “But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

► What do these verses say about how I can know what’s really important.   

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

► Where do I trust in my own understanding where I should be trusting God?

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails.”

► What is God’s purpose for my life?  ……………….……………….…………….…

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

► How can I be more intentional about living God’s purpose each and every day?

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

Matthew 6:31-33 “So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

► On a scale of 1 to 10, how much stress are you under concerning material things? .......................……….……………………….…………………….………………

► Where do you need to trust in God more fully to alleviate this stress? ………....
……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

……………….……………….……………………….…………………….………………

James 4:13-16 “Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.”
► What does this verse say about how I should plan? ……………..……………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Galatians 5:16-26 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”
► What happens in my life when my sinful nature directs me? ……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

► What am I instructed to do about my sinful nature? ………………...……………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

►What happens when the Holy Spirit guides me? …………………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

►All things considered, who seems to be winning in my life today, my sinful nature or God’s Holy Spirit? ……………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Proverbs 6:6-11 “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.”

Proverbs 26:13-16 “The sluggard says, "There is a lion in the road, a fierce lion roaming the streets!"  As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed. The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who answer discreetly.
Jonah 1:3 “But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.”
►Honestly, am I being lazy or disobedient about achieving my top priorities?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

►How does laziness and disobedience affect attitude? ……………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Ephesians 5:16-18 “making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
Proverbs 12:11 “He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment.”
► How should I combat the internal battle with laziness and disobedience?
………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

2 Thessalonians 3:6-10 - “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat."
Matthew 25:29 “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.

►Should I, as a Christian, care how productive I am at work or in business?  

Why? ………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

►What is the practical advice I find in these verses?  ……………..…………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

►What is the pay-off for hard work and faithfulness? ……………..……………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

God’s Message To Me
Highlight the Scriptures where you sensed God especially spoke to you.  

►What does God want me to do to re-focus my priorities?

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

SHARE IT

What are one or two main takeaways you gained from the Priorities Account that you would like to share with a close friend?

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►With whom will you share? ……………………………….…………...…………….
MY NEXT STEP

We echo Paul’s words in Colossians 1:9 and 10 for you as a participant in Successful Living: 

“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not topped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God…” 

Taking ownership of your priorities in life is something God expects you to do.  As you work through the Priorities Account worksheet, be bold in aligning your life’s activities with those of God’s heart for you.
►Fill out the Priorities Account worksheet on the following. 

1.  Complete Priorities Account worksheet and,


2. “God’s Message to Me” and “Share it!” sections.

Priorities Account Worksheet

This is how I will set my Priorities and follow them in life:

Priorities Vision: Imagine...dream… This is how I see my use of the days God has given me on earth for His highest purposes.  It is what others say my life was all about.  What do you want to see when you look into the future for this Life Account?  What is the end result you would like to achieve?  Write your Priorities Vision here.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture. Anchor your vision with Scripture that inspires you to fulfill it.

 

 

 

Action Plans.  The following actions will help me stay focused on God’s priorities for my life… with the following regularity (daily, weekly, monthly, annually).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

► Put these Action Plans on your calendar as “to do’s”.  They are priority!

► If you can’t enter these in your planner, spend more time on this now.  You need to be able to schedule and track your progress and success.  Your Action Plans should be specific, measurable and realistic.

► Track your progress.  Review your Life Plan accounts regularly.  Sunday evening or Monday morning is suggested.
 

