Service Account
Focus

To achieve your maximum ministry output, accomplishing through the Holy Spirit all the good works that God has prepared in advance for you to do.
Prayer

Dear God,

You have called me and uniquely gifted me to serve others and build your kingdom.  Thank you for this privilege.  Help me reach that point of maximum ministry service.  May it be my attitude personally, and may I serve you where I work, at my church and beyond.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.

Assessment

1.  Do you believe that every Christian is called to be a minister?
2.  In what areas has God called you to serve?

3.  What kind of ministry are you most passionate about?

4.  In what tangible ways can you be a witness for Christ in your place of employment?

5.  Do you intend to lead a Bible study, prayer or accountability life group?

6.  Are you ready to disciple another Christian?

Scripture to Review

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
God’s Word

Philippians 2:5-7 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”
Matthew 23:10-12 “Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
►In a most striking picture of sacrificial service, Jesus humbles himself through obedience.  Do you consider yourself a servant? …….……………………………..

►What areas do you need to humble yourself through obedience to serve?
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►What would it look like for you to serve others like Jesus served us? .…………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”
►Who is your boss?  Who is it, really, that you work for each and every day?
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

Matthew 20:20-28 “Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.” "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 

When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

►Jesus revolutionizes our understanding of leadership by teaching “downward mobility.”  How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ interest in positions of power and authority? …………….………………………………………………….…………..
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►What did Jesus insist to model through his actions?.……………..………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►What did Jesus mean when he said, “whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant”? ..………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►How will you live this teaching in your own life? .….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

John 13:1-17 “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."  "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 

Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

►By performing the task of a slave, Jesus models how far we are to go in serving one another.  In what areas of your life could you serve others like Christ served us? …………………………………………………………….……………………………

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

►We serve the Lord by recognizing our spiritual gifts and enthusiastically investing them to benefit other people.  Do you need help in identifying your spiritual gifts? …………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►What are your spiritual gifts? …………….…………………………………………..
.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..…….………..

.……..…..….…………..…………..


.……..…..…..………..…….………..

►In what ways are you currently using your spiritual gifts? …………….………...
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

Matthew 25:14-30 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' "Then the man who had received the one talent came.  'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

►Regardless of the level of our gifts and abilities, God expects us to invest ourselves boldly for his glory.  What does God do for those who invest their talents? …………….………………………………………………….…………………...
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

►What will you do to fully engage the gifts God has given you, to accomplish the good works that God has prepared in advance for you to do? …………….…...
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
Discipleship
Ephesians 4:11-12 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
►We receive teaching and discipleship from spiritual leaders.  What is the purpose of all this preparation? …………….…………………………………………..
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
Acts 18:1-4 “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.”
►Who were Aquila and Priscilla? …………….………………………………………..
►Why did Paul get along so well with them? …………….………………………….
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
►After working all week as a tentmaker, how did Paul spend his weekends? …………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
Acts 18:24-26 “Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor[a] and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.”
►How well did Apollos know the Scriptures? …………….…………………………

.…………….………………………………………………….…………………………….
►How well did Priscilla and Aquila know the Scriptures? …………….…………...
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
►Where did Priscilla and Aquila invite Apollos to learn about Jesus “more accurately”? ……………………………………………….………………………………
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

1 Corinthians 16:19 “The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.”
Romans 16:3-4 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. 4They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.”
2 Timothy 4:19 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus.
►Priscilla and Aquila were professional people whose story is powerfully woven throughout the pages of the New Testament.  They opened their home, mentored others and even “risked their lives” for the sake of the Gospel.  How does their example inspire you to serve God in your environment, your life situation today?
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..
God’s Message To Me
Review the “God’s Word” section and highlight the Scriptures where you sensed God especially spoke to you:

In each Scripture that you highlighted, what does He want you to do to re-focus your Christian Service?...………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

SHARE IT

What are one or two takeaways you learned from the Service Account that you would like to share with a close friend?

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

► With whom will you share? ……………………………….…………...……………
MY NEXT STEP

►What is your passion?  What is God’s call on your life?  In the Priorities Account we have referred to Proverbs 19:21 and asked about God’s purpose for your life. Clarity about your calling and purpose will energize your Christian service!
►Fill out the Service Account worksheet on the following page

1. Complete Service Account worksheet and,

2. “God’s Message to Me” and “Share it!” sections.

Service Account Worksheet

This is how I will serve God and others, empowered by the Holy Spirit:

Service Vision: Imagine...dream… What will my life look like when my time, occupation and career are fully surrendered to God’s service?  How do I define “success” in this area of life?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture. Anchor your vision with Scripture that inspires you to fulfill it.

 

 

 

Action Plans.  These actions (daily, weekly, monthly, annually) will help me “bloom where I am planted”.  I will revisit these Action Plans to add creativity, re-focusing my time and my direction in Christian service.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

► Put these Action Plans on your calendar as “to do’s”.  They are priority!

► If you can’t enter these in your planner, spend more time on this now.  You need to be able to schedule and track your progress and success.  Your Action Plans should be specific, measurable and realistic.

► Track your progress.  Review your Life Plan accounts regularly.  Sunday evening or Monday morning is suggested.
 

